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LEGISLATIVE BILL 974
Approved by the Governor March 2, 1990

Introduced by Business and Labor Committee,
Coordsen, 32, Chairperson; Korshoj, 16;
Pirsch, 10; Hefner, 19; Morrissey, 1;
Chambers, 11; Lindsay, 9

AN ACT relating to unemployment compensation; to amend
section 48-647, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943; to eliminate provisions
providing for withholding of spousal support
from such compensation as prescribed; to
harmonize provisions; and to repeal the
original section.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 48-647, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read
as follows:

48-647. (1) Any assignment, pledge, or
encumbrance of any right to benefits which are or may
become due or payable under sections 48-623 to 48-626
shall be void except as set forth in this section. Such
rights to benefits shall be exempt from levy, execution,
attachment, or any other remedy whatsoever provided for
the collection of debt. Benefits received by any
individual, so long as they are not mingled with other
funds of the recipient, shall be exempt from any remedy
whatsoever for the collection of all debts except debts
incurred for necessaries furnished to such individual or
his or her spouse or dependents during the time when
such individual was unemployed. Any waiver of any
exemption provided for in this section shall be void.
Any assignment, pledge, or encumbrance of any right or
claim to contributions or to any money credited to any

employer's reserve account in the Unemployment
Compensation Fund shall be void, and the same shall be
exempt from levy, execution, attachment, or any other

remedy whatsoever provided for the collection of debt,
and any waiver of any exemption provided for in this
section shall be void.

(2)(a) An individual filing a new claim for
unemployment compensation shall, at the time of filing
such claim, disclose whether or not he or she owes child
or speusai support obligations as defined under
subdivision (g) of this subsection. If such individual
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discloses that he or she owes child er speusa support
obligations and 1is determined to be eligible for
unemployment compensation, the commissioner shall notify
the Director of Social Services that the individual has
been determined to be eligible for unemployment
compensation.

(b) The commissioner shall deduct and withhold
from any unemployment compensation otherwise payable to

an individual disclosing child er apeusal support
obligations: as defined under subdivisien t9) oef &his
gubseetion=

(i) The amount specified by the individual to

the commissioner to be deducted under this subsection,
if neither subdivision (ii) nor (iii) of this subseetien
subdivision is applicable;

(1i) The amount, if any, determined pursuant
to an agreement between the Director of Social Services
and such individual owing the child support obligations
to have a specified amount withheld and such agreement
being submitted to the commissioner, unless subdivision
(1ii) of this subdivision is applicable; or

(iii) The amount otherwise required to be so
deducted and withheld from such unemployment
compensation pursuant to legal process, as that term 1is
defined in subdivision (h) of this subsection, properly
served upon the commissioner.

(c) Any amount deducted and withheld under
subdivision (b) of this subsection shall be paid by the
commissioner to the Director of Social Services.

(d) Any amount deducted and withheld under
subdivision (b) of this subsection shall for all
putrposes be treated as if it were paid to the individual
as unemployment compensation and paid by such individual
to the Director of Social Services in satisfaction of
his or her child e¥ speusa} support obligations.

(e) For purposes of subdivisions (a) through
(d) of this subsection, the term unemployment
compensation shall mean any compensation payable under
the Employment Security Law and including amounts
payable by the commissioner pursuant to an agreement by
any federal law providing for compensation, assistance,
or allowances with respect to unemployment.

(f) This see&ien subsection applies only if
appropriate arrangements have been made for
reimbursement by the Department of Social Services for
the administrative costs incurred by the commissioner
under this section which are attributable to child e¥
speusat support obligations being enforced by the
Department of Social Services.
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(g) For ¢he purpese purposes of this seetien
subsection, the terms term child support obligations end
speusal suppert ebligatiens ineiude shall include only
obligations which are being enforced pursuant to a plan
described in section 454 of the Social Security Act
which has been approved by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services under Part D of Title IV of the Social
Security Act.

(h) For #he purposes of this seetien
subsection, the term legal process shall mean any writ,
order, summons, or other similar process in the nature
of garnishment, which:

(1) Is issued by a court of competent
jurisdiction of any state, territory, or possession of
the United States; or an authorized official pursuant to
order of such a court of competent jurisdiction or
pursuant to state law; and

(ii) Is directed to, and the purpose of which
is to compel, the commissioner to make a payment for
unemployment compensation otherwise payable to an
individual in order to satisfy a legal obligation of
such individual to provide child er speusai support.

Sec. 2. That original section 48-647, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, is repealed.
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